
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 23 February 2011] 

 p900e-901a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

Northbridge Project — Statement by Minister for Child Protection — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting on the following motion moved by Hon Kate Doust — 

That the statement be noted. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Before question time I was talking about the Northbridge project and I made the 
comment that $100 000 of state funding was given to Mission Australia to help with children on the streets and 
to get them back home with their families. At the time the grant was made, Mission Australia had 70 families on 
its books. With the help of the grant, it got down to 12 families, which is very significant. We want to ensure that 
all families are supported so that they can carry out their parenting role and provide the support and supervision 
that children and young people need. That is what our youth workers do and that is what Mission Australia social 
workers do. To this end, the department has developed a range of family support services to strengthen families. 
One of our programs is Responsible Parenting, which, through a royalties for regions state government grant this 
year, received $28 million over four years to roll out the Responsible Parenting program in country areas. That 
will put an extra 72 full-time equivalent employees on the ground to work with families in a very practical way. 
We have programs such a Best Beginnings and Strong Families, and of course the youth family support workers, 
all of whom do a great job. 

Sometimes when children and young people are out on the streets, we pick them up through Mission Australia, 
youth workers or the police. They sometimes need to be taken into care—if not straightaway, then at some point 
down the track. I want to tell the house about the reform program we have had in place for a couple of years; it is 
just starting to come through with our residential care placements. I thank the Labor Party for its support of 
residential care places, and particularly Hon Ken Travers. Last week he provided very good support for children 
and young people going into residential care houses. 

I visited a residential care home in Oakford at its opening on Sunday. It is a beautiful house on a lovely five-acre 
property. Whenever young people go into one of these communities, we have a family barbecue. We ask 
neighbourhood families over to have lunch with us so they can meet our young people and be reassured that they 
are not little demons with horns on their heads. About seven families, including children and young people, came 
along on Sunday for the family barbecue. The care workers from the house also brought their families along. It 
was a very nice day, and I think that the neighbours could see that the young people were not ogres, just young 
people who had some challenges. 

We have 104 beds in the metropolitan region and 44 in the country, for a total of 148 additional beds. If I were a 
child placed in one of these residential care homes, I would never want to leave; they are absolutely beautiful. 
The young people have 24-hour care; they have PlayStations, education, cooks and psychologists on site. The 
psychologists are spread between three houses, so the young people’s immediate needs are met. They are 
certainly a lot different from the old hostels that children were shoved into in the past. These are very special, 
and I believe that the young people will see them as very special and regard themselves to be very fortunate to be 
placed in one of them. 

Responding to the needs of troubled youth who seek to socialise on the streets may create a nuisance at times, 
but it is not solely the responsibility of the Department for Child Protection. It is, as the former minister knows, a 
shared responsibility. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Good luck with that! 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Hon Sue Ellery means that other agencies see this as just a DCP problem, and of 
course it is not. It is also the responsibility of juvenile justice panels, funded youth services and WA Police. 
Those young people see Northridge as being an exciting place, and it is an exciting place; however, it is not quite 
such a vibrant and safe place after midnight for these young people to be out there, and we all know that.  

Between 28 June and 26 September 2010, the Northridge project had contact with 308 children; while between 
27 September and 26 December 2010, the project had contact with 201 children. That is a decrease of 107 
children. To look at the timing of those figures, one would think it would be the other way round, because the 
number was higher in winter than it was in summer. The number has decreased. Between July and September 
2009, 266 children were picked up; over the same period in 2010, 308 children were picked up. That is an 
increase of 42. I am giving the house those figures now and saying that there has been a decrease of 107 
children.  

I maintain that the Northbridge project is a very good project. I work very hard with the other agencies and 
Mission Australia at maintaining that project, because we pick up a lot of children who need help; they are out 
on the streets because home is not a very nice place. We are working towards helping all these children to be 
successful young adults. The backgrounds of some of these children and young people are horrific; their stories 
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are horrific, and we all know that they do not come from very nice places. If they do not love themselves, how 
can they respect anything or anyone in the community? In many cases, these children and young people have 
never been shown love or respect, so it is up to us to show them.  

I thank the community of Oakford and the other communities in which we have placed these houses. As I said, 
many of the local residents have come to realise that these young people are not ogres, just young people from 
troubled backgrounds. 

Question put and passed. 
 


